
[bookmark: _GoBack] DUROR & KENTALLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ORDINARY MEETING WEDNESDAY AUGUST 8th 2012
HELD IN COMMUNITY CENTRE
Minutes of the Community Council Meetings for the last 12 months are available on the Community Website: www.durorandkentallen.co.uk

Present:  John Connolly			Members of the Public present:
                Jonathan Baxter (Chair)			Helen Weaver - Secretary
    Pat Young					Janice Cameron
	    						Janice Murray
							Connie Anderson
	    						Trudie Thomson
							Norman Higham
    				
								     		

Apologies: Nicola Hearnden, Kim Malcolm, Alison Wallace, Jean Macleod, Dave Cockerill



The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm.

Minutes of Meeting June 13th 2012  - agreed and signed.  Minutes of Meeting July 11th 2012  - agreed, to be signed by Nicola Hearnden as Chair of meeting.

Matters Arising


1.   Duror Pre-School
The Community Council has written to the Director of Leisure, Sport and Education at Highland Council, with copies to the MSP, and to Councillors Bren Gormley and Andrew Baxter.  An acknowledgement had come back from Highland Council, but nothing more.
As one of the parents with a child who had been at the school, Norman outlined his experience of events and of CALA’s response to them.  He and his wife were on holiday when CALA met with the parents in June, and had not returned on the 12th July when the Chief Executive was to meet with individual parents.  They were told that the Chief Executive would definitely meet them soon, but this has not happened.
The Community Councillors were concerned that nothing had been heard back from Highland Council, when the beginning of term is very soon, and it was agreed that Jonathan would chase this up.
Action: Jonathan Baxter


2.  Planning application for 7 chalets next to the Holly Tree
John chaired this item as Jonathan has an interest in this.  A new application has been submitted for 5 chalets as opposed to 7, with no vehicular access:  cars would be parked at the hotel and the cycle track used for pedestrian access.  There are still some inconsistencies on the plans, such as the addition of contours but with no figures.  An elevation of the chalets is given, but from the sea, not from the road side, so it is still unclear just how obtrusive they would be, although they are two storey buildings.

It was felt that no decision could be taken as there were insufficient councillors present, but that in any case there remained insufficient detail on the plans to allow a properly informed comment to be made.  Nicola is to be asked to write to Lucy Prins stating this, in particular the lack of detail of the heights, but in addition to make the point that it is felt to be too obtrusive, and also that the CC is concerned at the lack of vehicular access for emergency vehicles.
Action: Nicola Hearnden

3.  Bus Services
Connie and Trudie attended a meeting of the Local Transport Forum recently at which it was made clear that no more buses would be forthcoming.  The Managing Director of Stagecoach was present and stated that any service that is less than hourly is not profitable, and that removing a bus from the Kinlochleven run would tend to make Kinlochleven users stop using the service, as they are so used to the times that they no longer check the timetables.  If anyone wants to make a case for an increased service they must show that there is a demand.  The suggestions made were either an expansion of the  Community Car scheme, or that a lift sharing scheme be set up on the website.  An objection to the first was its high cost, and to the second the fact that people would not want to advertise the fact that they were out of the house.

It was agreed that Connie and Jonathan should draft a letter to Highland Council expressing dissatisfaction with the response so far.
Action: Jonathan Baxter, Connie Anderson


4.  Requests for Clearing along Main Road in Duror
Janice Murray has asked for a number of matters to be brought to the attention of Transerv.  The pavement, particularly between the Cuil Bay road end and the Rectory, has narrowed due to brambles and overhanging branches, making it dangerous for pedestrians.  There is a lot of debris in the lay-by opposite the Stewart Hotel.   The hedge beyond Inshaig needs to be cut back to allow the sign for Cuil Bay to be seen earlier, as drivers often choose to overtake in this area.  Japanese knotweed is increasing in several locations along the road.
Janice also asked the Community Council to repair or replace the bench on the hill opposite the Parish Church, and if not to remove it.  After discussion it was agreed that Jonathan would look at the bench and get a price for dealing with it, and also for a new one at Cuil Bay.
Action: Jonathan Baxter


5.  Electricity Cuts
Steven Fletcher has spoken to Jonathan about what he promised to do at the February meeting, but has not put it into writing.  The CC was to identify the vulnerable within the community, but this has not been done, so Jonathan will meet with Jean Macleod and Janice Cameron to do this.
Action: Jonathan Baxter, Jean MacLeod, Janice Cameron

6.  Home Support and Connected Carers
No date has yet been set for this voluntary body to meet with the CC.
Ongoing


7.  Community Council Project Funding.
The possible new seat at Cuil Bay may fall under this head.
Ongoing


8.  CPR and Defibrillator.
The defibrillator is working, but training is in abeyance until after the holiday season.
Ongoing


9.  Jubilee Trees.
Graeme Mann has said that he is happy to have the trees along the cycle track.  Jonathan is to speak to Sustrans.
Action: Jonathan Baxter


10.  Achindarroch A828 Road Junction.
No progress.


11.  The Cycle Track.
No progress.  Sustrans now give 2014 as the completion date.
Ongoing


12.  Plots of Land at Keil Hill.
Jonathan spoke to Lucy Prins about this.  She could not give a definitive answer as to what constitutes ‘development’ which requires planning permission, but as a guideline, if something has foundations or is of substance then it does need permission.  Jonathan is to write to her suggesting that there may be future development in this area and that Highland Council needs to keep an eye on it.
Action: Jonathan Baxter


13.  Community Council Project Funding.
The possible new seat at Cuil Bay may fall under this head.
Ongoing


14.  Forestry Commission Plans.
These plans relate to Glen Duror.  Electronic files were received which were very hard to view.  Jonathan has requested paper copies but these have not been forthcoming.
Ongoing


15.  Nevis Glencoe Partnership.
Jonathan had asked the Association of South Lochaber Community Councils to send an invitation to join, but to date has not received one.
Ongoing


14.  On-Line Training Package for Community Councillors.
Highland Council had provided this.  Pat and John had looked at it, but not completed it as it was fairly time-consuming.
Ongoing



CORRESPONDENCE:
a) Highland Council sent details of two consultations relating to the Licensing Board.  Members agreed that they were not relevant to Duror or Kentallen.


AOB:
1.   In respect of the requested change to the education boundary to align it with the Community Council boundary, Jonathan noted that the consultation relating to the change of High School catchments had now been completed, and he hoped that this meant that Highland Council would now be able to concentrate on primary school issues.
2.  At the previous meeting it was agreed that a Vice-Chair should be elected to take over when the Chair was absent.  Jonathan proposed Nicky, who had agreed to take on the role, and Pat seconded this.  In the absence of other nominations Nicky was elected.
3.  As the present Secretary is stepping down in September the community is asked for volunteers to take this on.   A small honorarium is payable.  Details of the administrative duties involved can be obtained from Helen on 740570.
4.  Lochaber Rotary Club have sent details of their fund-raising sale of crocus bulbs.  The Community Council had bought some last year, but felt they were not needed this year.  However, the price is very good, and so details will be placed on the website. 
Action: Helen Weaver


Meeting ended at 8.40pm


Next Meeting: Wednesday 12th September 2012 at 7pm at the Hall.

As this meeting was found to be inquorate, decisions made were subsequently ratified by the six Community Councillors attending the Special Meeting on Monday 20 August 2012. 
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